If I asked anyone whether we should have unlimited confidence in God or not most of people would answer: definitely yes. That is
exactly why the devil tempts us against it, and that is why we need to
be reminded that God always hears our prayers.
In Scotland in the 1600’s, Catholics were persecuted - priests and
laity alike had to flee the country or go into hiding to avoid imprisonment or even death. One day, a bishop there was walking from village to
village in the mountains, dressed like a poor farmer to avoid capture. It
was winter, and as the sun went down he became lost among the snow-covered hills.
Almost exhausted with wandering, he finally saw a dim light in the distance, and made
his way towards it. It was a poor cottage on the edge of the woods; he knocked on the
door. The family welcomed him, warmed him at their fire, and prepared him some
food. He didn't see any crucifix or image of Mary in the house, so he concluded they
weren't Catholic. But they were extremely kind and hospitable, and as he ate their simple but good food, they conversed politely and pleasantly.
The bishop noticed that the family seemed sad underneath their good-natured
hospitality. He asked about this, and the mother explained that in the back room, on
a bed of straw, her father lay dying, but he refused to admit it, and so he was
not preparing himself well for death. The visitor offered to speak with him, and he was
led to the back room. Sure enough, the old man lay there, feeble and clearly dying. The
bishop offered words of sympathy, but the old man seemed to regain strength and said,
"No sir, I am not yet going to die. That is impossible." The disguised bishop asked why
he was so sure, and after hemming and hawing, the old man asked quietly if the visitor
was Catholic. Assured that he was, the dying man gave this explanation.
"I also am a Catholic. From the day of my first Communion until now I have
never failed even for a single day to pray to Our Blessed Lady for the grace of not
dying without a priest at my bedside to hear my confession and give me the Last
Sacraments. Now sir, do you think that my heavenly Mother will not hear
me? Impossible! So I am not going to die till some priest comes to visit me."
Tears rolled down the bishop's face as he realized that he was God's faithful answer to
this man's humble and confident prayer.
God always hears our prayers - if he died for us on Calvary, will he ignore us
now? May we always have confidence in God’s plan no matter how difficult are our
circumstances. I hope nothing will stop us giving glory to God by our good deeds.
In just couple days we will start the season of Lent. As you recall, last year, we
didn’t have most of our Lenten celebrations. Hopefully this year, as we continue to
protect ourselves from pandemic, we will proceed with most of our Lenten practices.
I wish you a peaceful, spiritually fulfilling season of Lent.

+Rev. Roger D. Kutzner
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COLLECTION SUMMARY February 1—8, 2021
Sunday Offertory*
$2,935.00
Budgeted
$3,365.38
Minus
$ 430.38
Providing for our Future
$ 104.00
Latin America
$ 20.00
Adult envelopes used / distributed
38 / 580
*Includes Online Givers
———–——————————————————————————————————————–-———–——-–—–———————————-————

Secure ONLINE GIVING is available at
GiveCentral.org. Please put in zipcode
60468 to find the St. Paul portal.
———–———————-——————–—–——————————————-—–-——————————––—–-–—————–—–————-–-——–—–—–———–——–

FEAST OF FAITH — The Gloria (2)
The Gloria is a rejoicing prayer, an exclamation of
praise. It begins with the song of the angels at the
announcement of the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:14),
a heavenly burst of praise for God’s loving action in
the world. But in the Gloria, the song goes on, leaping,
as it were, from height to height, with every kind of
praise, blessing, adoration, glory, and thanksgiving.
We begin by thanking and praising God the
Father; then we turn our gaze to Christ, the Lamb of
God. The paschal mystery of Christ’s suffering, death,
and resurrection is found here, at the heart of this
prayer, which descends to the depths with Christ, but
then rises with him to the heavens, where he is seated
at the Father’s right hand. The Gloria ends with a
series of acclamations to Christ, emphasizing over and
over that he “alone” is the Holy One, the Lord, the
Most High, truly God, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. Our prayer of praise ends where it began, in the
“glory of God the Father.” The Gloria, with its arc
leading us from the glory of God to the suffering of
Christ and again to glory, is the pattern of the Mass
itself. At the center of all our prayer is the sacrificial
love of Christ.
—Corinna Laughlin
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Joseph Chirafisi, Carie Fabian, Frances
Rewers, Gary Hase, Mary Ann Librera,
Julie Adamsick, Cassidy Novak, Lavergne
Sigrist, Fr. Jim Lennon, Charlie Kooy,
Bob Schwiesow, Rita Hall, Rose Bailey, Julie Hayes,
Emily Klamkin, Jeanne Gaffney, Barbara Castaneda,
Kelly McVey, Lorianne Mihelic, Gerald Koldash, Irene
Manning, the Robert Polacek family, Rich Harms, TJ
Stefanski, Linda Galica, Christopher Adamsick, Frances
Librera, Frank Woss, Ellie Wilson, Lucas Woss, those
affected by COVID-19 and those that go unnamed.
Our PRAYER LIST has been refreshed. Names will be
posted for four weeks and removed if the office is not
contacted with a request to stay on the list.
Please note that only names given with permission of
the person or family member will be added to the list.
Are you a Catholic man 18 or older? Do you want to volunteer for
your church and community? Are
you ready to put your Faith into
Action? Come learn about the
Knights of Columbus! You can
obtain information by contacting
Membership Coordinator Dan Mott at 708 277-7086 or
mottd@rushenterprises.com; contacting Grand
Knight Brian Grismer at 630 567-0957
or bgrismer34@gmail.comvisiting with any current member of the Knights or visiting our website
at www.kofc.org.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by appointment on Satur day
from 3—3:45pm, after
10:30am Mass on Sunday
or by arrangement with Father. Please call the parish office at 708 2586917 or e-mail StPaulOffice@att.net.

A Same and Different Ash Wednesday in 2021
We have had a year filled with different ways of living and praying. There are fewer
people in church. No water in the font. Less singing. Communion only in the hand.
No coffee and doughnuts on the way home. Yet we still pray. Instead of giving ashes
as a cross on the forehead – unsafe in this COVID time – we can still receive them
by sprinkling on the top of the head (permitted by our ritual rules). We will look a little cleaner. We can still,
however, repent, and believe in the Gospel. We will still bear the ashes home to begin our Lenten practices.
Come to Mass on Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 7:15am and 6pm. Reservations are required.

A watch was found last Sunday, February 7.
If you can identify it, please contact the parish office.
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2/13

4:00 pm— +Frank Librera
req by Family
and
People of the Parish
2/14 10:30 am— +Adolfo & +Consolacion Sumera
req by Tom & Ruby Henderson
2/15 7:15 am— +James Egelski
req by Family
2/16 7:15 am— Communion Service
2/17 7:15 am— +Chad Carder
req by Family
6:00 pm— +Consolacion Sumera
req by Tom & Ruby Henderson
2/18 7:15 am— +Albina Szudarski
req by Arnie & Julie Szudarski
Birthday Remembrance
6:00—8:00 pm
ADORATION
2/19 7:15 am— +Nicole Mikulich
req by Bob & Helen Lewis
7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross
2/20 4:00 pm— +Henry & Sophie Kudlo
req by Larry & Nancy Pilotto
2/21 10:30 am— +William Mitchell
req by Bob & Helen Lewis
and
People of the Parish

A reservation to attend Mass in person is necessary. Please visit www.eventbrite.com/e/holy-mass-at-st-paul-the-apostle-inpeotone-tickets. If you do not have access, please call the parish office at 708 258-6917.

RESTORE THE CHURCH /
BUILD THE FUTURE
Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,
On Ash Wednesday,
February 17, the Diocese of J oliet
parishes will take up a collection in
support the Church serving a part
of the world in great need.
The worldwide coronavirus outbreak restricted
travel across the globe. Stay-at-home orders, physical
distancing, and quarantines revealed great and urgent
needs, especially in those countries in Central and Eastern Europe still in turbulent transition stages. There,
weak economies were made more vulnerable, and those
affected included the elderly as well as doctors, nurses,
and medical chaplains.
Together, we here in the Diocese of Joliet can
express our care and support for the people in Ukraine
and throughout the region. Please be generous to the collection, because your support helps foster nurturing communities in which Catholics can share and grow in faith.
For more information about the collection and
who it supports, visit www.usccb.org/ccee. Thank you
for your help to restore the Church and build the future in
Central and Eastern Europe.
Please prayerfully consider supporting this collection to share your faith with our brothers and sisters in
Central and Eastern Europe, or by giving online.
Paz y bien,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks, Bishop of J oliet

2021 MASS INTENTIONS can be booked. If
you have special dates you would like to reserve,
please contact the office. Dates do not carry over
from year to year. Why not dedicate a mass to
your loved ones—living or deceased—or celebrate a special occasion?
Las Vegas in Bradley:
WE ARE BRINGING
LAS VEGAS TO YOU!
The casino-themed
event and final Progressive Raffle drawing will
be held virtually in
2021 and will offer all of the fun and energy of a
Las Vegas experience. It's a great opportunity to
gather your family and friends and have some
fun! Registration is now open!
Visit bishopmac.com/vegas. With the
purchase of any High Roller, Lucky 7 or Bingo
Package, all current Progressive Raffle tickets
holders will receive ONE FREE BINGO card to
play during the Las Vegas in Bradley event on
March 6, 2021.
Reach out to the Las Vegas in Bradley
team at lasvegas@bmcss.org to become a
sponsor.

There is a Parish Council meeting scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2021 at 7pm.
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Needed … Devout Catholic PreK12 Substitute Teachers
During these challenging
COVID days, each Catholic school in
the Diocese of Joliet is successfully
implementing face-to-face instruction that honors the
health and safety measures outlined in within its
School Reopening Plan. As a result, several Catholic
educators are needed to serve as substitute teachers at
the Pre-School – Grade 12 levels. The substitute
teacher candidate must love children and hold either
a current Illinois Professional Educator License
(PEL) or an Illinois Substitute License. Please complete an online application by visiting this link:
www.applitrack.com/dioceseofjoliet/onlineapp/
No degree in education? No problem! If you
are called to this ministry, a degree in education is
not a prerequisite for becoming a licensed substitute
teacher. An individual who holds a BA in any
discipline is eligible to apply for an Illinois
Substitute License through the seamless process of
transcript evaluation. For further information about
obtaining a teaching license in this manner, contact
Karen Udell, CSO Assistant Superintendent of Leadership and Personnel, at 815 221-6123.

Pledge your gift to the CMAA
This is Commitment Weekend for the 2021
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA).
Please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support our annual appeal and help our parish reach its
$17,200 goal.
Because not all of us have returned to
worshiping in person, Fr. Roger is mailing a packet
to parishioners this week. Included will be the
envelope many of us use to make a gift at Mass,
as well as more information on how the CMAA
shines the light of Christ not only in our parish, but
across the diocese.
Seventy percent of any amount we raise over
our goal will be returned to our parish, for our needs.
To make a gift, complete and return your
pledge envelope in the mail, visit jolietdioceseappeal.org or text DONATE to (815) 205-1949.

Various employment opportunities are available within the Diocese of Joliet and
its parishes, including St. Joseph in Manhattan, seasonal cemetery workers and St.
Jude in New Lenox. For more information and to see all job postings, please visit
DioceseOfJoliet.org.

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
511 N. Conrad Street / Peotone, IL 60468
CHURCH OFFICE TELEPHONE: 708 258-6917
CHURCH OFFICE FAX: 708 258-3061
CHURCH OFFICE E-MAIL: StPaulOffice@att.net
PASTOR: Rev. Roger D. Kutzner / 708 989-0565
DEACON: Mr. James Kelly / 708 373-0311 / jimk3163@sbcglobal.net
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The Peotone Senior Assistance Center is in
operation the third Thursday of the month, this Thursday,
February 18 from 10am—3pm by appointment only at
St. Paul the Apostle. Calls will be returned to messages
left at 708 258-6917.
This is part of our Respect Life Ministry, whose
mission is to protect the vulnerable and provide seniors,
low income and disabled persons with assistance
from county state and federal programs, including Medicare, Social Security, Illinois License Plate Discounts,
and services offered through Catholic Charities. We are
also a certified SHIP site (Senior Health Insurance Program). The center is staffed by three volunteers who
serve the community without cost.

Applications for The Joliet Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women Bishop Blanchette Scholarship are
now available to those students planning on attending a
Joliet Diocesan Catholic High School for the 20212022 school year. Applicants can obtain a BBSF APPLICATION form from the Parish Office. FACTS must be
applied for online at: https://online.factsmgt.com/
signin/4FV06
Request to be added to the Joliet Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women–BBSF FACTS ID#32463.
If the family has already submitted a FACTS application
for the upcoming year for another award, they are still
eligible for the JDCCW-BBSF scholarship. Only one
application need be submitted to FACTS at their online
site.
POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS
for FEBRUARY 2021:
Violence Against Women
We pray for women who are victims of
violence, that they may be protected by
society and have their sufferings considered and heeded.

February 14, 2021

LENTEN
REGULATIONS
1. Everyone 14 years of
age or over is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday
and all the Fridays of Lent.
2. All from the age of 18 years up to the beginning of their
60th year are bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
3. On these two days of fast and abstinence, only one full
meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs,
but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted on these two days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices are allowed. When health or ability
to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
4. To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is
sinful.
5. Lent is the principal season of penance in the Church
year. Therefore, all of the faithful are strongly urged to develop
and follow a program of voluntary self-denial. All Catholics are
encouraged to support generously the charitable works of the
whole Church, pray and perform works of charity and mercy.
6. Those who are sick, pregnant, or nursing, or whose health
would adversely be affected by fasting or abstinence, should not
consider themselves bound by these norms.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES:
Weekday Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at
7:15am; Communion Service: Tuesday at 7:15am
SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION is available by
appointment on Satur day fr om 3—3:45pm, after 10:30am
Mass on Sunday or by arrangement with Father.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION Thur sday 6-8pm
STATIONS of the CROSS begin this Friday, February 19.
Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 7pm in the church all Fridays of Lent.
LITTLE BLACK BOOKS containing daily 6-minute meditations on the Sunday Gospels of Lent (Cycle B) are available in
the lobby.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ALMSGIVING OPPORTUNITIES
COLLECTION for the CHURCH in CENTRAL and
EASTERN EUROPE: Febr uar y 17
OPERATION RICE BOWL thr oughout Lent. Contact the
RE Office for a bowl.
HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY / POB 508 / Peotone, IL
60468
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES APPEAL: Mar ch 13—14
PONTIFICAL COLLECTION for the HOLY LAND:
Good Friday, April 2

The Mission Statement of St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we strive to grow in relationship with Him,
live the Faith, and share His Good News with others.

